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'Cmcs 101 Student cmmcﬂ Votes |
” tabulated mth voting machines

: SCOTT STEPHENS
PlaanealerRepm’ter

Some Cleveland h1gh schools_
are ¢hoosing their student coun-:
~. cil; leaders this week with.
.. electronic, voting. machines —

- and-learning a Valuable' civics
' lessonmtheprocess R

- 'The Voting Awareness Pro_]ect

g bemg tried on'a pﬂot basis at

-John F; Kennedy, Glenville and'__".
two of the three’ cIusters within',

the John Hay: ngh Schiool ram-

pus. It's, beheved 0 be the first:
time the Cuya]:mga County
Board of Elections has run. Stus -

dent governmeut elections;
" 'The iflea is to use the selectmn-

of student léaders as an oppor- -,
tunity to teach students how the-
- electoral process works, In addi--

tion to using real electronic vot-

ing machines or real paper bal-

lots, the: ‘students themselves

SErye as, polI workers at the’

- school sites, - .

The 1dea came from the Men-
tal Health Advocacy Coalition's

.elections committee, which was-
-looking for a pro_]ect to work on

thisyear,
. Parthérs in the pl‘OJELTt along
withi the elections board, are the

. CuyaHoga County Bar Associa-

tion, the League of Women Vot-

can Civil leemes Umon

'I'he timing of the’ pr03eet was.
.not an accident: This is the first
year that: all. Cleveland high
schools are required to hold stu- .
xdent council elections. .-
Students. in some ‘of the:
'schonls also had issues ‘on their:

ballofs: At T ohn Hay, for in-
stance;’ some stiidents voted

whether o estabhsh 4 peer me-

diation program at the school;

Glenville students, who vote to-
day; will choose theu' homecom-r: P
_mg king and queen.” 7!

Students at .Tohn F Kennedy

were the ﬁrst group to use the -
electronic machines Monday. .

“It went very well,” said Lorri :
Stewart, government affairs
manager at the Center for Fami-
lies and Children and volunteer
chairwoman for the: conhtmn 5
election committee, “The kids"

" were very excited to learn about
ers, the NAACP and the Amen---'- _
"' The eléctions. board also

‘Thopes the project creates inter-
“est in its student poll worker-

the machines and to use them.”. |

program The program pays’ '

high school students 17 or older
"to work actual polling places on

Election Day and learn from vet—
eran pull workers, o .
““Just to sea ‘that’ mix of people_'

from d_lfferent generations com--

ing together is an-amazing
thing,” said Dennis Anderson of - |-
the elections board. - .- :
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